
 
 
 
Meeting: Traffic Management Meeting 

Date: 20 October 2009 

Subject: Proposed 20mph Speed Limit Zone and Traffic 
Calming Features – B659 Church Street, Langford  
 

Report of: Basil Jackson 

Summary: To report to the Portfolio Holder for Safer and Stronger 
Communities the results of a consultation with residents of the 
B659 Church Street, B659 High Street, Pound Close, Mill Lane 
and Tithe Farm Close, Langford on the proposed introduction of 
20mph speed limit zone along with traffic calming features and to 
seek approval for implementation of the scheme. 
 

 
 
Contact Officer: Nick Chapman 

Public/Exempt: Public 

Wards Affected: Langford and Henlow Village 

Function of: Council 

  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

that the proposal to introduce 20mph speed limit zone along with traffic 
calming features on the B659 Church Street be implemented as set out in 
this report. 
 
 
 
Background and Information 
 
1. 
 

As part of the programme of Safer Routes to School schemes in this 
years work programme a scheme has been designed for Langford Lower 
School. The scheme considers road safety issues highlighted in School 
Travel Plan prepared by Langford Lower School, concerns expressed by 
Langford Parish Council, and other issues identified during site visits by 
officers. 
 

2. A package of proposed road safety improvement measures has been 
designed. These measures will include the introduction of a 20mph zone 
with a system of traffic calming features. The traffic calming will comprise 
speed cushions, a raised junction, a zebra crossing on a raised speed 
table together with a new mini-roundabout, improved footway and 
improved road signing.  
 



3. 
 

Historically Bedfordshire has not undertaken traffic calming works with 
vertical features i.e. humps or tables, on A class roads.  

In 1996/7, in response to a request for traffic calming in Langford, the 
highway authority therefore implemented priority chicanes at the 
entrances to Langford on the A6001.  

It is the opinion of the Parish Council that these have not been effective. 

Langford Parish Council has continued to campaign for additional traffic 
calming through the village  

4. In 2007 it was agreed that Bedfordshire Highways would seek to re-
classify the A6001 to a lower classification in order to facilitate alternative 
methods of traffic calming. An application was duly made to the 
Government Office for the Eastern Region for this to be undertaken. 
 

5. This was successfully carried out and on 15th May 2009 the A6001 was 
re-classified as the B659.  
 

6. Speed surveys undertaken in April 2008 close to Langford Lower School 
entrance indicate that the 85th percentile speed of vehicles travelling 
north is 32.9mph south is 31.1mph. Therefore a 20mph zone without 
traffic calming would not be viable.  
 

7. 
 

Statutory Public Notices were published on 11th September 2009 and 
erected on site to advertise the 20mph speed limit zone and traffic calming 
proposals. It was made clear that the proposed traffic calming features 
would only be implemented if the 20mph were to proceed. 
 

8. Following the consultation, 7 written objections have been received and a 
letter of comment from Langford Parish Council. The statutory objection 
period ended on 9th October 2009 however an additional 10 days have 
been added for responses due to the current postal workers dispute. This 
report has considered only objections received by the end of the statutory 
period and any objections received after this period will be reported 
directly to the portfolio holder at the meeting.   
 

9. 
 

The Way Forward  
 
More than 150 letters were sent out within the community. Seven written 
objections and one letter commenting on the scheme have been received.  
 

 The responses include the following: 
 

 • That the proposed speed cushions in front of their properties would 
cause disturbance and increase in noise level.  

 • That a proposed speed cushion close to a property would pose 
difficulty in on-street parking. 

 • That the proposed mini-roundabout (at B659 Church Street / East 
Road junction) is not in an appropriate location.  
 

 • That the existing mini-roundabout located at B659 Church 
Street/High Street junction be a large roundabout instead. 



 • That speed cushions are not the right type of traffic calming 
features so, would cause increase in noise level, pollution, wear 
and tear on vehicles. 

 • That such traffic calming features would effect emergency service 
response times. 

10. Langford Parish Council has expressed its opinion that that the existing 
mini-roundabout located at the junction of the B659 High Street with 
Garfield Rd should be removed as it is a hazard.  
 
The Parish Council had previously written confirming that they were happy 
with the 20mph proposals presented at a Parish Council meeting held on 
3rd June 2009.  
 

11. Response to the objections: 
 

• Speed cushions are designed to cause minimal deflection to 
vehicles travelling at the required speed and therefore are not 
considered to give significant increases in vehicle noise. 

• Cars can be parked on or close to speed cushions provided that 
other parking restrictions are not present. 

• The mini roundabouts are considered to be appropriate and 
correctly located. 

• Speed cushions do not generally affect the passage of emergency 
vehicles to a significant degree. 

 
12. The existing mini-roundabout located at the junction of the B659 High 

Street with Garfield Rd was constructed in 2006 under a Section 278 
planning agreement. This mini-roundabout is considered to be a traffic 
calming feature within the proposed 20mph zone. There is no reason to 
consider that the existing mini-roundabout is a hazard. If it were to be 
removed there would be a need to construct additional traffic calming 
measures. There is no financial allocation for any additional work over and 
above the designed scheme.  
 

13. The portfolio holder is therefore requested to approve the implementation 
the scheme as advertised. 
   

 



 
CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

Council Priorities: 
The promotion of safety schemes in the vicinity of schools based on 
school travel plans is an ongoing Council priority. 
Financial: 

There is an allocation of £90,000 in the current years work programme for 
the implementation of Safer Routes to School for Langford Lower School 
from which this work will be funded. 
 
Legal: 

None as a result of this report 
 
Risk Management: 

None as a result of this report 
 
Staffing (including Trades Unions): 

None as a result of this report 
 
Equalities/Human Rights: 

None as a result of this report 
 
Community Development/Safety: 

None as a result of this report 
 
Sustainability: 

Lower speed limit on the main road, widened footway and enhanced 
crossing point may help encourage pedestrian movements thus a 
decrease in car use. 
 

 
Appendices: 
Appendix A – Plan of proposals 
Appendix B – Copy of original notice  
 
Background Papers  
Objections 
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Appendix B 
   
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL PROPOSES TO INTRODUCE 
A 20MPH SPEED LIMIT ZONE ON THE B659 CHURCH STREET IN LANGFORD 

 
Reason for proposal: The proposed Order is considered necessary on the grounds of promoting 
road safety. The proposed 20mph Speed Limit Zone is intended to reduce the speed of vehicles 
outside Langford Lower School premises where a ‘Safer Routes to School’ scheme is being 
promoted. If implemented, this will improve road safety and quality of environment, and will 
promote walking and cycling. 
  
The proposed 20mph Speed Limit Zone is an integral part of the proposed traffic calming scheme 
on the B659 Church Street in Langford between its junctions with Station Road and East Road.  
 
Therefore, Central Bedfordshire Council proposes to make a Road Traffic Regulation as follows: 
 

The effect of the Order: 
 

To introduce a 20mph Speed Limit Zone on the following length of road in Langford:  
 
Church Street, Langford which extends from a point 2 metres north of the boundary between Nos. 
2 and 2a Church Street in a generally northerly direction for a distance of approx 685 metres.   
 

A separate public notice has been published for the proposed introduction of traffic calming 
features on the B659 Church Street in Langford between its junctions with Station Road and East 
Road. The traffic calming works will only take place if this 20mph Speed Limit Zone proposal is 
implemented. 
 
Further Details: of the proposed Order, reasons for the proposal and a plan may be examined 
during normal office hours at the Customer Service Centre, The Old Magistrates Court, 4 Saffron 
Road, Biggleswade and normal opening hours at Biggleswade Library, Chestnut Avenue, 
Biggleswade. These details will be placed on deposit until 6 weeks after the Order is made or until 
it is decided not to continue with the proposal. Telephone Deepak Kaphle on 0845 365 6129 for 
further details on the proposals. 
 
Orders to be revoked: If implemented any previous Speed Limit Order made on the above length of 
road will be revoked. 
 
Objections: should be sent in writing to the Orders and Commons Registration Officer, Countryside 
Access Service, Central Bedfordshire Council, PO Box 1395, Bedford MK42 5AN, stating the 
grounds on which they are made by 9 October 2009. 
 
Order Title: if made will be "Central Bedfordshire Council (20mph Speed Limit Zone) (B659 Church 
Street, Langford) Order 200*” 
 
PO Box 1395                                                           Basil Jackson  
Bedford MK42 5AN             Assistant Director for Highways 
 
11 September 2009 

 

 
 
 



            

                      PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 
 

PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING FEATURES - B659 CHURCH STREET, LANGFORD  
 

BETWEEN ITS JUNCTIONS WITH STATION ROAD AND EAST ROAD  
 

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL proposes to construct various traffic calming features 
under Section 90 A-I of the Highways Act 1980 and all other enabling powers on B659 Church 
Street, Langford, as part of the proposed 20mph Speed Limit Zone and ‘Safer Routes to School’ 
initiative to improve road safety outside the Langford Lower School premises and promote walking 
and cycling.  
 
A separate public notice has been published for the introduction of 20mph Speed Limit Zone. The 
traffic calming works will only take place if the proposed 20mph Speed Limit Zone is implemented.  
 
The proposed traffic calming features will be:  

• Raised junction, 75mm nominal height above existing carriageway level with ramps slopes 
not less than 1:15. 

• Raised table coincidental with Zebra Crossing, 75mm nominal height above existing 
carriageway level.  

• Speed Cushions in pairs at 8 different locations each 3m long and 1.7m wide with a 1m 
gap (inc. road marking) in between and 75mm nominal height above existing carriageway 
levels. 

 
The raised junction is proposed to be sited at the following location in Langford:  

• Junction of the B659 Church Street with Gurneys Lane and approx 17 metres long inc. 
ramps. The table will also extend into Gurneys Lane for a distance of approx 5 metres from 
the eastern kerb line of the B659 Church Street.  

 
The Raised Table is proposed to be sited at the following location in Langford (for the Zebra 
crossing): 

• B659 Church Street outside Langford Lower School where the existing Zebra crossing is 
located, approx 10 metres long inc. ramps. 

 
Speed Cushions are proposed to be sited at the following locations in Langford: 

• Church Street approx 2.5m north of the boundary between Nos 161 and 163 Church 
Street. 

• Church Street approx 21m north of centre line of Pound Close. 

• Church Street approx 85m north of centre line of Pound Close (outside No 125  Church 
Street). 

• Church Street approx 20m south of centre line of Mill Lane. 

• Church Street approx 22m south of centre line of Tithe Farm Close (outside No 103  
Church Street). 

• Church Street approx 39m north of centre line of Tithe Farm Close. 

• Church Street approx 100m north of centre line of Tithe Farm Close (outside No 85  
Church Street). 

• Church Street approx 78m south of centre line of East Road (outside No 78 Church Street). 
 



Further Details: of the proposals and a plan may be examined during normal office hours at the, 
Customer Service Centre, The Old Magistrates Court, 4 Saffron Road, Biggleswade and normal 
opening hours at Biggleswade Library, Chestnut Avenue, Biggleswade. These details will be 
placed on deposit until 6 weeks after the Order is made or until it is decided not to continue with 
the proposal. Telephone Deepak Kaphle on 0845 365 6129 for further details on the proposals. 
 
Objections: should be sent in writing to the Orders and Commons Registration Officer, Countryside 
Access Service, Central Bedfordshire Council, PO Box 1395, Bedford MK42 5AN, stating the 
grounds on which they are made by 9 October 2009. 
 
PO Box 1395                                                                  Basil Jackson  
Bedford MK42 5AN                   Assistant Director for Highways 
 
11 September 2009 



Objections 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 



 
 
 
 


